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North Carolina

Richmon County
Louiville Jefferon County

April 20th 1816

My Dear Sarah

I received your kind but unexpected favour, which I delay no time in answering I had almost conclu ed you had forgotten there ever existed such a being as Elizabeth I am well pleased to find myself mistaken and you are the same kind cousin of whome I have always intertained so high an

opinion. I cannot express the pleasure we all feel to hear of the good health of yourself and mother. It has been very sickly in this place sin[c]e we have been hear, you are already informed of the loss of our friends it was one of the greatist shocks I have ever experianced, for they were an exception for health only a few weeks nay a few days previous to their deaths, I doubt not but

you recollect the blooming appearance they made the night they visited us on thear arrival in Louisville, but what is health, constitution, wealth, grandeur, when the cold and oppressive hand of death lays hold there is no resisting its power and those who can welcom the awful summons without fear or trembling makes a happy exchange of disappointment and sorrow for endless joy and transport----------

We are in the same place you left us though much more agreeably situated for we have it entirely to urselves  Mrs. Rudulph having returned to St. Marys some months ago, we had a pretty harde

struggle to keep piece with the old woman but we parted friendly or appeared to do so  I received a letter from Shivelear the other day wherein he informs me they are very merry in that place dansing incesantly and all other kind of amusements. Sister Tison has also returned to the old place her family were all extreamly ill while she remained in the up country  I am informed by Penelope they are recouvered since thear return I must think this place very unhealthy - Caroline returned to her Mother in a few weeks after you left this in company of Mrs. Leavy and that family Robert Shelmon has been inconsolable ever since her departure poor fellow he has sustained irreparable loss in the death of his mother which took place last summer though I fear he dos not think so. Sister Boyd still continues in the up country they live near us Sister Boyd expects tobe confined in a few weeks they are all well and Ann’s back is as broad as ever, she still thinks herself like Cousin Sarah Williams and you cannot please her more than to tell her so. Sister Sarah is with us much in the same situation as when you were with us I hope the Lord will one day restore her mind to its former state it would be such a consolation to my Mother that I wish it as ardently for her sake as the other, mother is greatly changed since the death of Sister Cook, we have Jane and George Ann Louisa and Eliza are on the Okemulgee making preparations to go to School we expect they will go to Salum in N. Carolina do let me know in your next how fare it is from you, as I have heared you say several young ladys went thear from your neighbour hood to complete their study’s we shall keep the small ones untill they are large enough to go to School. There has been several weddings in the low country since we came from there I will try to enumerate thim  Miss Winney Bailey to Mr. William Holinsworth, she certainly has displayed much taste and judgment in her selection, David Brown to Miss Betsy Adkinson, Hugh Brown married in the up country and has moved to camden; James Dilworth to Miss Betsy Scot in St. Marys the Widow Bailey to Mr. W. Seals, Miss Peggy Mikler to Mr. John Demot, none of our friends in Jefferson is married yet. Mr. Hopkins has returned to Jefferson him and W. Scot in CO. has opened a larg Store in that place, Nathaniel Lanz, Isaac Bailey, Jackey, W. Lang Zachariah Motes with all the rest of your acquaintance, have writen and  requested thear compliments to Cousin Sarah which is the name the usualy called you by – there has been a great number of weddings in past also but as you are unacquainted with them I will only mention Cousin William Mc. Murrain, who was married to Miss Elizabeth Blackmon a niece of Cpt. Hary’s cousin Mc. And Betsy is still in Louisville, I am still un married and to all prob[ability s]hall remain so as no one h[as] given me the opportunity of being otherwise. We had a report you were married and it was the topick of conversa[ti]on for some time withe the beaux of this place several of them app[ear]ed much concerned I assure you! When your Brother came by I was n[ot] at home I was on a visit to S Carolina I left Aunt Fort and her fami[l]y in good health Cousin Drury is going to school in Edgfield when he completes his education which will be this year he talked much of coming to N. Carolina I know nothing which would be a greater satisfaction to me than to visit you, the distance is not so great can you not [come] and see us this somer moth[er] wishes to see Aunt very much I think you mite come with all ease I have some nice Books I wish you were hear to read with me. I think it is time I should finish this volum but you know my fault is to write short letters I wish you would partake of my fault in your next  When you see cousin Stephen Williams give him mothers compliments and that she would be very happy to see him Mother presents her best compliments to Mrs. Blewet. We both join in affection to your mother and wishes for her health and happiness.

May you ever enjoy the blessings of a bountious providence is the sincerust wish of your friend and affectionate cousin............Elizabeth W. Ashley

do let us know in your next how Tiley Word comes on david sends his love to him and so does

all the negrows. They all thank you for your rememberance and sends compliments to yourself

and mother, dady Sam wishes you would till his brother and his children howdy for him 
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